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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 068016 
61 

ORIGIN EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 DPW-01 /070 R 

DRAFTED BY EA: LTC RGM STOREY: JCM 
4/11/73 EXT. 21311 
APPROVED BY EA: WHSULLIVAN 
EA/ VN: LB ASKEW ( DRAFT) 

EA/ LC: LMRIVES ( DRAFT) 

045065 

O 120033 Z APR 73 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 068016 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, CB. VS 

SUB J : RVNAF SECURITY FOR MEKONG RIVER CONVOYS 


1. RECENT U. S. INTELLIGENCE REPORTS AND PRESS REPORTS 
HAVE ALLEGED GVN FAILURE TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SECURITY 
FOR RESUPPLY CONVOYS ON THE MEKONG RIVER DURING 
MOVEMENT FROM TAN CHAU TO THE CAMBODIAN FRONTIER. FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE WASHINGTON POST APRIL 10 ARTICLE BY H. D. S. 
GREENWAY, DATELINE PHNOM PENH, QUOTES CAPTAIN LO, OF THE 
PANAMANIAN REGISTERED VESSEL " LUCKY STAR"; ” THE 
VIETNAMESE PROMISED US AT LEAST FIVE GUNBOATS, BUT THEY 
GAVE US NONE." ACCORDING TO GREENWAY THE ONLY GUNBOATS 
PROVIDED WERE CAMBODIAN ON THE CAMBODIAN SIDE OF THE 
BORDER, AND AT LEAST ONE SHIP WAS SUNK AND OTHERS 
HEAVILY DAMAGED. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY COMMENT ON THE VALIDITY OF THESE 
REPORTS SOONEST AND INDICATE WHAT. IF ANY, CORRECTIVE 
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ACTION IS SUGGESTED. ROGERS 


SECRET 
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Executive Order: RR 
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